
Welcome to 

Isle Class! We have had a really 

positive first two weeks with lots 

of keen attitudes displayed. Every-

one has been involved in all class 

work and we aim to ensure that everyone makes good pro-

gress through the year. If I have not met you already, then do 

please come and introduce yourself. The partnership of 

school and home will only help to strengthen your child’s pro-

gress. I look forward to meeting you in due course.  

Supporting Isle will primarily be Mrs Ramwell although there 

will be various other adults working with the class at different 

times. 

I would really appreciate your continued 

support of the things we learn and do in 

school.  

Where possible, please help you child to 

get used to new routines, such as returning 

their home learning work and  bringing 

their School Planner to school everyday. 

Go above and beyond: Research something that relates to the 

topics we are doing. Find out more. Raise some curiosity and in-

vestigate things further. 

Challenge your child: A bit of friendly family competition can 

sometimes be quite motivational - Club78, Deck of Cards chal-

lenges? (explained later) 

Mr Clements 

Isle Class Teacher 

Reading is such a vital life skill. We place 

great importance on the need to contin-

ue practising reading, questioning what 

we have read, and enjoying reading in a 

variety of circumstances.  

As a result, I expect that every child to read at home four times 

every week for at least 15minutes. It is useful if it can become 

part of a home routine. Children will work on reading activities 

in class and be supported in their understanding of a text to aid 

their comprehension.  

Children are expected to keep their own reading records up to 

date as a log of what they have read. Reading records will be 

checked weekly. This will happen every Friday.  

Children will be logging onto the Accelerated Reader website 

and their progress will be monitored carefully. In addition, tar-

gets will be set and we look forward to children working to 

meeting those targets. 

Please support your child in reading as often and as frequently 

as they can. 

Finally, Friday will become ‘Free Reading Friday.’  
This means that  children will be able to bring in comics, maga-

zines, home reading books, manuals, instructions… in fact any-

thing where they read. This will be for a reading session on Fri-

days afternoon only. Children who have not completed four 

reads at home during the week will not be able to take part in 

free reading Friday.  

Children will be taught spelling patterns throughout the year with an increased focus and time spent 

on this in class. As a result, spelling homework will not be coming home as we usually have done. In-

stead, children will be expected to learn and work through learning the word list from the back of 

their planners. I will explain to the children what they have to do on a weekly basis and we shall focus 

on a couple of them each week. Initially, we all shall focus on the Year 3/4 word list for this term. 

Through this term, I will test and check the progress of children on these words. 

I would really appreciate your continued support 

of the things we learn and do in school.  

Key aspects of learning to try and keep on top of 

are: 

1. 15 mins of reading at least four times a 

week. Please could a parent/carer please 

sign when the child has done their reading. 

2. Ongoing spelling practice of  the word lists 

from the  green section of the planner.  

3. MyMaths homework online—please come 

and see me or send a note in planners if 

access to MyMaths is a problem. Children 

have logins already. 

MyMaths access on tablets. 

MyMaths can currently be used on Android tablet 
devices through the free Puffin Academy 
app Android. 

It is our aim to make MyMaths accessible via tab-

lets, and our work to move away from Flash 

based content will allow us to do this. In the 

meantime for the most seamless experience we 

recommend using MyMaths using a desktop PC or 

laptop. 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.cloudmosa.puffinAcademy


Deck of Cards and Club 78 challenges  

As we work through this year in Isle, knowing number bonds, number facts 

such as times tables, and generally being agile with numbers will be a great 

benefit. There will be regular homework challenges that can be completed 

quickly to try and speed up number ability. 

Feel free to challenge your child against yourself too, just to spice things up ….

(To maintain a positive attitude towards Maths work, please never tell your 

child that you can’t do Maths!!!) 

1. Deck of Cards challenge—shuffle the deck, start the stop watch, deal 

two cards out in front of you, add them. Once you have done one pair, 

turn over the next two cards and repeat until you get to the end of the  

deck. Time your efforts and keep a record in your home learning book.   

2. As above, but find the difference between the two numbers. 

3. As above, but multiply the two numbers. 

As a start you may wish to remove Jacks, Queens and Kings. 

Club 78 is our times table challenge. Children will be rewarded for moving up 

through a series of clubs as we aim to reach Club 78. A sheet will be sent 

home every week. Please support your child by timing them on the sheet, 

working on corrections and trying to develop speed on the tricky questions. 

The aim is to get all questions correct in five minutes (Please mark/check these 

at home and try and support where some answers are incorrect. Often the 

same answers are incorrect so these are the questions you will need to work 

on. Progress will be logged in the School Planner.). 

The best ways to contact me are: 

1. Morning or afternoon on the playground. 

2. Notes written into the School Planner. 

Feel free to phone the school if there are any issues, hopefully the above 

methods give you chance to communicate with me successfully. 

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO BE 

LEARNING? 

Literacy 

In Literacy we shall be focusing on many different 

types of fiction and non-fiction texts. Children will 

have chance to read, analyse, draft, develop and 

create their own work as we progress. There will 

also be an emphasis on ‘Punctuation and Grammar’ 

work and the need for understanding the language 

of literacy such as: verb, noun, adverb, conjunction, 

etc. We shall also be working hard on our hand-

writing to try and gain a fluent and legible style. 

Some members of the class have already made 

some super progress. 

Maths 

Maths work in the first term will initially focus on 

place value and understanding number. Following 

this, we will then progress to working on under-

standing addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division.  We aim to give a good solid grounding in 

Maths and understanding number, but in order to 

do so, please work on the Deck of Cards Challenge 

and Club78. 

Topic 

Topics will be studied with a greater depth through 

the year. Children will work intensely for 1-3 weeks 

on a given topic. Our first topic is a Science unit on 

the States of Matter (solids, liquids and gases). Be-

fore Christmas we shall cover a History unit on Vi-

kings and Anglo Saxons,  more Science on Sound,  

Art, RE and Geography. 

 

Monday PE kits in. 

Book bags in. 

School Planner in. 

Tuesday Book bags in. 

School Planner in. 

Wednesday Book bags in. 

School Planner in. 

Thursday Book bags in. 

School Planner in. 

Friday School Planners to be checked. 

Progress on Word list spell-

ings check 

MyMaths homework to be 

completed by today. 

MyMaths homework to be giv-

en.  

CLub78 to be sent home for 

practise. 

PE kit home. 

Our  class motto: 

“Don’t ever underestimate 

us” 


